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Dear Daughters: 

What a wild ride your President had. On October 24th,  she flew from Bangor, Maine to Birmingham, 

Alabama and was met by National Historian Carolyn Drennen and her son Kevin. They took her to 

the loveliest southern home where she was to reside for my time in Alabama. Carolyn's home is a 

time capsule of memories. My dear friend Jean Vaughn and DCW member took Carolyn and her out 

to dinner the first evening at "The Club". One could see all of Birmingham from the windows; it was 

wonderful and the food was delicious. 

The next day there was a book donation. The book "The Life and Time of General 

Andrew Pickens" was donated to the old Pickens Court House that is now a 

Museum. Lucy Willis was my gracious hostess for the day, and she is a descendant 

of General Andrew Pickens. 

Alabama President: 

Annette Smith 

Next this officer was driven by Thurman and Martha Jones, to the Birmingham Iron Man and the 

old Birmingham iron works. The is the largest iron structure in the world it was built in 1908. For 

lunch, she went to the famous "Irondale Café"! She had the most delicious fried green tomatoes, 

chicken, and dumplings. She also took a photo of the recipe that was framed on the wall of chicken 

and dumplings. It is most delicious. The ladies in Alabama were so very generous; they purchased 

all but one of the Eagle Pins that that this officer had with her. If you are thinking of purchasing one 

of our Eagle Pins do not put it off we will not be producing any more like these, and when these are 

gone, that will be it. I believe we have 32 left. 

On October 28th this officer flew to Columbia, South Carolina. She was met by the South Carolina 

President Carolyn Coulter. That evening we had Dinner with Honorary 

National President Francis Jeffcoat. She met us at her home that looks like a 

home out of "have you seen Maine lately". All of here lovely dishes and most of her 

serving dishes are from a place in Maine called "Edgecomb Potter's". Many of their 

pieces are museum pieces. They have had a pottery there for over 40 years. Next, 

Francis took us up to her genealogy collection. It certainly is an enormous amount 	Carolyn Coulter 
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of material. We were thrilled that she shared it with us. The Dinner, wine, and desert 

were all lovely. 

The next day the meeting was at "The Greenville Country Club". These county clubs are so lovely 

with golf clubs, swimming pools, exercise rooms, meetings, and dining rooms. All exquisitely done. 

This officer met more familiar faces and I thank the South Carolina ladies for their hospitality and 

donations to the Popham Colony. 

On the November 1st ' this officer flew to Knoxville, Tennessee and she was met by Honorary 

National President Shirley Hall. She graciously had offered to let this officer stay at her home. It was 

wonderful to rest on a comfortable bed a few hours before Dinner. This officer met with 

Tennessee Councilor Charlotte Miller the next day and she took her on 

a ride of the Appalachian Mountain Range while we were trying to find 

Fort Loudoun. This fort was established during the "French and Indian 

Wars". It was so exciting to see something in that time period done so 

well. 

The Tennessee President Laura Bales made this officer the most 

beautiful black purse with a Tudor Rose on it that she made herself. 

It is amazing! The meeting was held in a most gorgeous private golf 

course setting Cleveland, Tennessee. The meal was delicious as usual. The 

ladies purchased our Eagle Pins and everyone had a great time. Tennessee has 

several members from Georgia and North Carolina. 

On November 5th  this officer flew to Tampa, Florida. She rented a car and 

drove to a motel the computers were down and were not going to be up 

for another few hours so she made reservations back in Tampa. She drove 

another 2 hours back to Tampa to a motel that was only 6 miles from her the airport. Laura Bales 

The meeting was at "The Cowpokes Watering Hole" in Sebring, Florida. It was a nice pleasant drive 

the day before this officer flew to go home to Bangor, Maine. The State President 

Stephanie Murphy could not be with us, as she took ill at the last minute. I was very saddened that I 

could not meet her as we had corresponded for such a long time. The Vice President Alice Carlson 

was a lovely lady and did a great job. The Florida ladies presented this officer 

with so many mementos from Florida I was sure I was not going to be able to 

get them in my suitcase. The food was good, the ladies were wonderful, the 

weather was great and the eagles few away. 

2 
Alice Carlson 



Next we took a voyage down the Kennebec River from the Museum to see the lighthouses and 

learn the history of each lighthouse. The boat along took us back under the bridge so that we 

were able to see where we had been to see the Virginia and view the downtown area of Bath 

from the River. After returning back the bridge, we went along side of the Bath Iron Works where 

many of our military vessels are presently being built. Bath Iron Works usually works at least two 

shifts a day, but when they are in the process of working on a large military vessel, three shifts are 

put into place. Bath is a true Maine area that still derive much of its income from water bound 

vessels. Everyone enjoyed the delightful afternoon out in the open sunshine at the Museum, 

inside and out, and on the water. We were picked up by the trolley and returned to the hotel 

where we took a brief rest before going to JP Maxwell's for another delicious dinner! I know for 

one that the lobster salad was just wonderful with so much fresh lobster meat in it! It's was off to 

bed early on Monday night as we had a full day planned for Tuesday. 

On the Trolley to the Bath Maritime Museum, down the row-Niki Rittenhouse, Lani Stites, Theo Ross, 

Tammy Herron, Barbara Rooney, Melanie Platte, Jacke Barnes, Karen Hall, Carolyn Drennen, Donna 

Hoffmann, Wally Rutledge, Elaine Wagner, Mary Armstrong, Carolyn Coulter, Noreen Riffe, Kris McDonald, 

Sonia Mallar, Anne Farley, Glenn Ellingsberg, Alice Ellingsberg, Sandra Sidler, Peter Hein, Dennis Davis. 

Tuesday morning we started out for Phippsburg, the small town where the Popham Colony was 

located. Orman Himes met us at the site and gave an excellent presentation of the dig that had 

taken place at the site several years prior. The Popham Colony site sits right on the water and 

offers an excellent view of the river and where it goes into Atlantic Ocean. We also walked 

through Fort Popham which was used during the Civil War. Fort Baldwin was a long walk up the 

hill. This fort was used during World War Ito secure the Kennebec River where it enters the 

Atlantic Ocean. After we had walked around all morning, we went to Spinney's for lunch right on 

the water. At different times, one is able to see seals jumping in and out of the water along with 

watch the fishing vessels that frequent that area. Many of our members had steamed lobsters 

and lobsters rolls along with fresh Maine blueberry pie, some with ice cream! Yummy! 
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Left side: Wally Rutledge, Elaine Wagner, acke Barnes 
	

Lani Stites, Vicki Myers, Theo Ross 

Right side: Noreen Riffe, Kris McDonald 

Left side: Laura Kwon, Niki Rittenhouse 
	

Left side: Alice and Glenn Ellingsberg 

Right side: Sonia Mallar 
	

Right side: Dennis Davis and Sandra Sidler 

Left side: Karen Hall, Melanie Platte, Barbara Rooney 

Right side: Tammy Herron, Mary Armstrong 

After returning to the hotel, some members decided to walk around Bath while a few of us were 
off to Freeport and LL Beans for shopping and more adventures. We returned in time to take 

vehicles to the Taste of Maine Restaurant in Woolrich for another seafood filled meal. Of course, 

other items were available for anyone who didn't care for seafood. 

The Executive Board meeting started at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday morning. Lunch was again 

brought into the hotel from a very small deli in Bath. At 1:00 p.m. the general meeting was held. 
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During all the days in Maine, the Maine Daughters opened up a Hospitality suite where water, 

cookies, saltwater taffy, and other items were available. Maine Daughters also provided favors 

for every meal with themes related to the Maine coast, the Virginia, and the Popham Colony. In 

fact at some of the meals, more than one favor was provided. I wish to thank my Maine 

Daughters for all their assistance and participation in Maine: Theo Ross, Lelani Stites, Vicky 

Myers, Laura Kwon, and Judy Effling. Without their capable assistance, this event would not have 

been as successful. Our National President, Donna, knew what she wanted to show everyone 

that came to Maine, and she and I made the plans accordingly. We thank everyone for attending 

this fun filled time in the State of Maine and thank Heaven for the beautiful weather that we 

experienced. 

01/1/(( • //(AlffilIll 

National President 
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Minutes of the 159th Semi-Annual Council Meeting 
September 13, 2017 

Hampton Inn Bath, Maine 

The 159th Semi-Annual Council meeting was called to order by National President Mrs. Robert 

Hoffmann at 1:13 PM. The National Chaplain, Mrs. J. Elaine Wagner gave an invocation. The 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by Maine President, Mrs. 

Wayne Mallar. Credentials Chairman Mrs. Sandra Sidler led The American's Creed. 

Introductions: Mrs. Hoffmann introduced Honorary National President Mrs. Victor G. Barnes, Jr. 

She introduced the National Officers: National First Vice President, Mrs. Glenn D. Ellingsberg; 

National Second Vice President, Mrs. Jeffrey L. Platte; National Chaplain, Mrs. J. Elaine Wagner; 

Acting National Recording Secretary, Mrs. Jeffrey L. Platte; National Organizing Secretary, Mrs. Ian 

McDonald; National Treasurer; Mrs. Anne Farley; National Registrar, Mrs. John Riffe and National 

Historian, Mrs. Donald Drennen. Mrs. Victor G. Barnes, Jr. was introduced as Parliamentarian. 

Acting National Recording Secretary, Melanie Platte circulated an attendance sheet and also called 

roll. Those present were: 

National Officers: Mrs.Donna Hoffmann, Alice Ellingsberg, Melanie Platte, J. Elaine Wagner Kristin 

McDonald, Anne Farley, Noreen Riffe, and Carolyn Drennen. 

State Presidents: Sonia Mallar, President Maine; Carolyn Drennen, Vice President Alabama; 

Carolyn Coulter, President South Carolina; Niki Rittenhouse, President Connecticut; Noreen Riffe, 

Vice President North Dakota. 

National Chairmen of Committees: Children of Colonial Wars, Noreen Riffe; Historic Research and 

Preservation, Sonia Mallar; Insignia and Flag, Mary Armstrong. Administrative Committees: By 

Laws, Karen Hall; Finance, Jacke Barnes. Annual Assembly Committees: Credentials, Sandra Sidler; 

Hospitality, Melanie Platte. 

A quorum was declared present. Hearing no objection, a committee of Anne Farley, National 

Treasurer and Carolyn Coulter, South Carolina President will approve the minutes of this meeting. 

The minutes of the 158th Semi-Annual Council Meeting were distributed by the National 

Corresponding Secretary and published in the fall issue of The Tudor Rose Councillor. Thanks were 

extended to Adele Bowyer and Dianne Robinson for reading those minutes. 

The National President recognized those who helped with the 159th Semi Annual Meeting: 

Melanie Platte, Barbara Rooney, Sonia Mallar, Theo Ross, Lani Stites, Vicky Myers, Laura Kwon, 

and Judy Elfering. 

12 



Reports of National Officers: 

National President, Mrs. Donna Hoffmann 

After Annual Assembly in April, this officer flew to New York City's LaGuardia Airport where she 

was met by our National Treasurer Anne Farley. She took me to a lovely hotel called "The Three 

West Club". It was right near Rockefeller Center. Anne presented me a lovely scarf that was 

designed especially for New York City. Friday evening Honorary New York State President Mary 

Casper, New York State member Carol McQuinn, Anne, and this officer had a wonderful dinner at 

an Italian Restaurant. The next day Anne and this officer went by car to "Ward's Bridge Inn", 

Montgomery, NY where New York State held its meeting. Vicki Goldman, President introduced the 

speaker for the meeting, Dr. Robert McDonald of West Point. He was the national winner of the 

Outstanding Teacher of American History Award and was genuinely taken aback that he had won 

this national award. Anne returned me back to LaGuardia just as if she was driving in a small town. 

This officer wishes to thank all of the New York ladies for their generous donation to the Popham 

Colony. 

Then as most of our Maine summers go, we had company. First, my son and granddaughter from 

Orange, Texas came to visit. Then my granddaughter from Baton Rouge, Louisiana came and we 

went to see the Puffins. It is a wonderful experience to see the world through young eyes that 

have never seen it before. 

We have had two changes in the roster of the NSDCW. Gail Thomas is the new Editor of The Tudor 

Rose Councillor. Gail is from Massachusetts and has been active in many Hereditary Societies. 

It is with regret that this officer must inform you that the National Recording Secretary Jacque-

Lynne Schulman has resigned. She works full time for the government and has found that her work 

has become much too demanding. We are very fortunate to have Dr. Jane "Xan" Alexander from 

California to take her place. She is moving from Virginia to California at this time so she could not 

be at the September meeting, but she is as of now our current National Recording Secretary. She 

has been our Web Designer for many years so many of you are familiar with her. 

This Officer had the privilege to visit with the Illinois State Society and the President Kathy Carey. 

We met at Michaels Restaurant in Bloomington, Illinois on August 12th.  There this officer used her 

new picture program and explained to the members that King James I gave the charter for 

Jamestown and the Popham Colony. They gave this officer Fanny Mae chocolates that were 

delicious! The lunch was great and everyone enjoyed each other's company. Our National 

Corresponding Secretary Kelly Carey is a member of the Illinois State Society. This officer can't say 

enough about the wonderful job she is doing for our great society. They presented me with a 

donation for the Popham Colony and their extraordinary contribution is greatly appreciated. 

The next meeting was with the Wisconsin State Society on August 19
th 

 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

This officer arrived there on the 18
th 
 and met State President Ruth Andersen for dinner and stayed 

overnight. We traveled by car to a Members only Golf Club where we had a very delicious lunch 

13 



with many ladies that this officer has been aquatinted with for many years. This officer had just 

driven from her cousin's home and had a dozen rolls of Viva paper towels left in her car. She could 

not take them on the airplane with her so we had a "whose birthday is closest too" would get the 

paper towels. It was great fun! The Wisconsin ladies voted to send a donation for the Popham 

Colony and purchased two Eagle pins. We thank them very much for their contributions. 

This officer is looking forward to visiting Alabama, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Florida coming 

up in October and November. 

She has invitations from Arizona, California, and North Dakota that she will be planning in 2018. 

She is looking forward to getting an invitation from your state. 

May God Look After You and Yours and the United States of America. 

National First Vice President, Alice Ellingsberg 

This National Officer attended all meetings of the National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars held 

at the Mayflower Hotel, Washington, DC in April 2017. 

Since that meeting, she has continued to maintain the National Member Database and the 

Member Mailing Database. Members are reminded that the National Chaplain and the National 

First Vice President should be notified of all name changes, address changes, deaths, resignations 

and transfers occurring within the states. 

The member database is continually updated as changes are received. The database is current and 

available to be sent to National Officers and National Chairman any time upon request. 

The National First Vice President serves the National Society as a member of the Finance 

Committee. She is ready to assist the National President in any capacity as requested or needed. 

At the request of the National President, she made the NSDCW Ancestor database available to 

web master, Xan Alexander to upload onto the DCW website. This important tool makes it 

possible for members and non-members to determine if their ancestors' service has already been 

proven for DCW. 

New Page sashes were ordered from FRS Industries to replace those used in April. This officer 

thanks Sandy Sidler, National Credentials Chairman for her help to assure that the new sashes 

were made according to our specifications. 

National Second Vice President, Melanie. Platte 

This officer attended the Eighty-Fourth Annual Assembly in Washington, D.C. at the Mayflower 

Hotel April 2017. She attended the executive meeting and the 158th Semi-Annual Meeting. 
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This Officer completed tasks requested by the National President during the summer and will be 

putting together the minutes for our meetings today 

National Chaplain, J. Elaine Wagner 

This officer attended all April meetings in Washington, D.C. 2017. She also kept record of all 

reported deaths, sent cards, and prepared and carried out the Memorial Service for those 

departed Daughters for the previous year. 

As of this date only 10 deaths have been reported for this year. This National Chaplain's project is 

to have a record of all Daughters 90 years old or older so they may receive birthday greetings. 

Cards have been sent to those ladies whose State Presidents have sent names, addresses, and 

birthdays to this officer so those cards could be sent. 

National Organizing Secretary, Kristin McDonald 

This officer is proud to announce interest in DCW is booming. The Colorado State Society has 

reorganized under the leadership of Mollie Morton and Nebraska under the leadership of Mary 

Hanke. These state societies will be holding meetings this fall. In addition there is also interest in 

reorganizing the Indiana and New Hampshire State Societies. 

National Treasurer, Anne Farley 

Members attending the April 2017 Assembly approved fifteen grants and awards totaling $9,607 

for National Projects, students, and teachers. The grants and awards were distributed 

immediately after Assembly, except for the award to West Point which will be sent to the Academy 

in October. 

Also in April, the Society made its first disbursement of $2,500 to Maine's First Ship, National 

President Hoffman's Project. To date, our generous members have raised $7,943 for her project. 

All bills for the 2017 Assembly at the Mayflower Hotel have been paid, and we have made a 

deposit for the 2018 Assembly to be held at the Army and Navy Club. 

Earlier this year, the National Society was selected for audit by the IRS. Immediate Past National 

Treasurer Susan Kinkle and our professional CPA Nelly Shearer were both very helpful in 

assembling material for the IRS. The IRS auditor has completed his review, and we expect to 

shortly receive a letter advising us that we remain in good standing. The National Society and all 

of our state societies are up-to-date on their IRS 990-N filings. 
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The National Treasurer's instructions and forms were updated in May and posted to the members' 

web site. Dues rosters for each of our thirty state societies were compiled and distributed to State 

Treasurers at the end of August. Dues notices for our members-at-large were also mailed at the 

end of August. Dues are due back to the National Treasurer by December 31. 

Following this narrative is a report of net assets at August 31, 2017, and a report of changes in net 

assets for the six months ended August 31, 2017. These reports are prepared on a cash basis. 

Cash in bank at August 31, 2017, totals $374,625.67. This amount includes advance collections of 

almost $5,000 for the Maine fall board meeting, and that amount is expected to be expended in 

September. 

Unfortunately, the twelve-month promotional rate of 1.0% for our savings account at 

CapitalOne360 expired in mid-July, and, thus far, the National Treasurer has been unable to match 

that rate elsewhere. 

The National Treasurer is grateful for the help and good work of the Executive Board members, 

our State Treasurers, and Webmistress Xan Alexander. 
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NSI)CW 

RecuipL, I)isbursemiertti and Change: Nt:t ANteti - Lush kiwi, 

Fur an: six mu:Lau, cuded Augx,t 31, 2C117 

Receipts for the period: 

Donations to National President's project S 	2.375.00 

Donations to Other National Projects, including 525 to erdewmcn S 	125.00 
Donation - unrestricted S 	325.00 
Sale of Assembly table flavors to support National President's project S 	123.00 

Assembly: 

Resistration fees S 	640.1:X.1 

Luncheon receipts S 	3,484.1X1 

Donations S 	327.1) 

Total Assembly receipts S 	4,451.00 
Fall board meal and tour receipts, includ:ng donation-i, o 15245. S 	4.930.00 

Dues S 	1.650.00 
Application and reinstatement fees S 	1_224.00 
Sales of NSDOW items S 	1.164.50 

Interest S 	1.076.12 
Other S 	40. 

Total receipts for the period S 	17,483.62 

Disburs-cmcnts for the period: 

Grants and awards to other organizations: 

Gift to The Virginia Project- Maine's First Ship S 	(2,500.00) 

Other National Projects S 	(6,509.00) 

Awards - historic preservation and teachers S 	(2,598.00) 

Total grants and awards to other organizations S 	(11,607.001 
Assembly-2017: 

Luncheon 5 	(3,797.3g) 

AV Nuipment rental S 	(2.366.89) 

Other S 	(2,007.851 

Total Assembly -2017 S 	(8,172.12) 

Officer and chairmen expenses S 	(4.287.71) 

Tudor Rose Councillor S 	(3.541.96) 

Deposits for 2018 Assembly (900.00) 

Deposit for Fall board meeting (125.00) 

Calligrapher- membership certificates 1:260.00) 

NSDCW merchandise purchased for sale to members (1-19.98) 

NJ Corporation annual report fee S 	(25.51M 

Total disbursements for thc period 1'29,069.27) 

Decrease in net assets for six months ended August 31,2017 111,585.(5) 

Net assets, beginning of )ear, February 28, 2017 S 	386.211.32 

Net assets, August 31, 2017 S 	374,625.67 
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NATIONAL SOCIETY DAUGHTERS OF COLONIAL WARS, INC. 

Assets and Net Assets (Cash Basis) 

August 31, 2017 

Cash in bank: 
Chase Bank: 

Checking 
Savings, 0.08% 

CapitalOne360, 0.40% 

Total assets - cash in bank 

S 	24,395.54 
S 	103,424.82 
S 	246,805.31  

$ 374,625.67 

Net assets: 
Unrestricted - operations 
Unrestricted - Gallagher interest 
Unrestricted - Endowment interest 
Restricted: 
Received for specific national projects 
Gallagher principal 
Endowment principal 

Total net assets 

S 	30,481.13 
S 	76,366.69 
S 	17,295.59 

S 	5,617.00 
S 	203,000.00 
S 	41,865.26  

374,625.67 

National Registrar, Noreen Riffe: 

Since April, I have received 61 applications, all of which have been verified. From April 2016 to 

April 2017, I received 54 applications and 5 supplemental applications, which means I have verified 

more applications from April to September 2017 that I did all of my first year as National Registrar. 

of the applications have been received from the reorganizing state societies in Colorado and 

Nebraska. Several transfers have also been initiated for these new societies. 

One letter was written to an applicant requesting permission to change her ancestor to the father 

of the one she submitted. This has now been accomplished and her application verified. 

No supplemental applications have been received since April 2017. 
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National Historian, Carolyn Drennen 

This past year was very rewarding when so many excellent applications were submitted by state 

societies for the Outstanding Teacher of American History Award. At our National Conference in 
April the Society voted to no longer have districts. Instead there will be a first prize of $500, a 

second prize of $300, and a third prize of $200. A state which submits a teacher application but do 
not win first, second or third place will receive a check for $100 for its teacher. The National 
Society Daughters of Colonial Wars feels that our awards are an encouragement to teachers to 
pursue excellence in the teaching of American History and we encourage each state to find a 

worthy candidate. 

This year, as Historian, I hope to get a letter out to each State President encouraging them to 
search for a good candidate for this award. 1 will recommend that in addition to the usual 
sponsoring letter, resume and recommendations for those who know of the teaching skills of the 
proposed teacher that a submission by the teacher themselves be included which tells why they 
chose teaching as a profession and what he as meant to them. 

The National President thanked the Executive Officers and expressed appreciation for their efforts 
and dedication. 

Recommendations of the Executive Committee: 
1. The Executive Committee recommends "the purchase of 250 medals of the ROTOROTC for a 
total of $1,992.50 including dies and samples. The criteria to be in place before any such medals 
are awarded." Discussion, vote, and the motion adopted. 
2. The Executive Committee recommends "the purchase of 100 American Heroes medals at a total 
cost $1075.00. The criteria which is currently outlined by the committee." Discussion, vote, and 

the motion adopted.. 

3. The Executive Committee recommends "that NSDCW authorize Hamilton Jewelers to design 

and make available for purchase a Pages Pin". Discussion, vote, and the motion adopted. 

4. The Executive Committee recommends "that NSDCW authorize Hamilton Jewelers to design 
and make available for purchase a National projects pin,. The criteria being a minimum donation 

of $1.00.00 to a National project effective with the beginning of the Hoffmann administration." 
Discussion, vote, and the motion adopted. 

5. The Executive Committee recommends a motion to the Bylaws Committee "that Article IV -
Membership be amended to change how perspective members are proposed". Discussion, vote, 

, 

? 
	 and the motion adopted. 

19 



6. The Executive Committee recommends a motion to the ByLaws Committee "that Article XII-

State Societies be amended to allow for having more than one state society". Discussion, vote, 

and the motion adopted. 

7. The Executive Committee recommends a motion to the ByLaws Committee "that Article X-Fees 

and Dues be amended to change the cut off date from October 1 to July 1." Discussion, vote, and 

the motion adopted. 

8. The Executive Committee recommends a motion to the ByLaws Committee "that Article XII-

State Societies be amended to allow transfers by email to the National Registrar.. Discussion, 

vote, and the motion adopted. 

9.The Executive Committee recommends "that the reorganization of the Colorado and Nebraska 

State Societies be confirmed." Discussion, vote, and the motion adopted. 

Reports of State Presidents: 

Maine, Sonia Mallar 

The Maine Daughters have been working hard to welcome the Executive Board to the State of 

Maine for their meeting o September 10-13, 2017. We are excited to have national members of 

the DCW visit our state and are honored to have Laura Donna Dunbar Hoffmann, a Maine 

Daughter, as National President. We are hoping the weather is beautiful this early in September 

and that we do not have any inclement weather to prevent other daughters from getting to 

Maine. Since we are a small group, most of our ladies that are able will be at the Executive Board 

meeting on one, two, or three days to meet and greet everyone. We are really excited to welcome 

everyone to the State of Maine and hope that you will enjoy your stay here. For those of you that 

have chosen lobster while you are here, you will enjoy a true Maine lobster fresh out of the 

ocean.! 

South Carolina, Carolyn Coulter 

At the 158th Semi-Annual Council Meeting and 84" Annual Assembly, this officer acted in her 

capacity as Credentials Committee Vice Chair. 

The South Carolina Society's last meeting of the 2016-2017 year was held May 25, 2017. Our 

speaker, the Reverend Dr. Ted R. Morton, Jr. spoke about the differences between "American 

English" and "British English". He also demonstrated how idioms and slang entered the modern 

lexicon as acceptable terms. 

It is with sadness that this officer reports that South Carolina lost 3 members in April and August. 

Betta Hepfer (Mrs. Penrod Hepfer) April 13, 2017; Wilma Horton (Mrs. Ronald Horton) April 16, 

2017 and Kay Grier (Mrs. Buford Grier) August 3, 2017. Mrs. Grier was a Past State President and 

Past National Custodian. All three ladies were active in our society and will be missed. 
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South Carolina Society will begin the 2017-2018 year October 31, with a much anticipated visit 
from our National President. 

Connecticut, Niki Rittenhouse 

Our first meeting after the Annual Assembly was on June 1, 2017 at The Sans Souci Restaurant in 
Meriden, CT with sister societies New England Women, Daughters of 1812 and Ancient & 
Honorable. State President Niki Rittenhouse shared their experiences at the Annual Assembly. 
There were fifteen members present. 

Summer is a quieter time for our society as we work to collect dues for our thirty-six members. 
We are also in the process of preparing for our next meeting and the Connecticut State Massing of 

the colors both held next month. We use this time to recruit new members from friends and 
family. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for October 12, 2017. 

North Dakota, Laurie McHenry, Vice President Noreen Rife reported. 

For the fourth year in a row, North Dakota nominated an Outstanding American History Teacher. 
Our recipient, Cynthia Prescott placed third in the National Award. Cynthia Prescott is an Associate 
Professor of History at the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, ND. Her publications have 
focused on pioneers, often with a focus on pioneer women and families. She was presented with 
this award at our Summer Meeting in August. 

Our summer meeting was held at the historic Plummer House in Hillsboro, ND. The Plummer 
House is managed and maintained by the Traill County Historical Society; they also have many of 
their historical books, photos and records housed on the third floor of the Plummer House. The 
Amos and Lillie Plummer House is a Queen Anne style house built in 1897 and added to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1996. 

Reports of National Chairmen: 
Children of Colonial Wars, Noreen Rife No report 

Historic Research and Preservation, Sonia Maliar 
Changes to this committee made at the Annual Assembly in April 2017 are as follows: 
1. There will be no more divisions. 
2. There will be one national winner, a second place winner, and a third place winner! 
3. The National winner will receive a check for $500.00 instead of $600.00 due to tax purposes. 
4. The Second place winner will receive a check for $300 and the Third Place winner will receive a 

check for $200. 
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5.Entries for these awards must be received by this chairman by March 15, 2018. Winners will be 
announced at our Assembly in April 2018. 

It has been a pleasure to serve on this committee and I look forward to receiving some excellent 
candidates for the year 2018. If you have any questions about this contest, please contact me at 
one of the listed below methods. If you should call me on the phone, my phone system will not 
accept calls from an unidentified numbed' The system will not allow the call to go through unless 
there is a name attached to the phone number calling my phone. 
Sonia L Maliar, National Chairman Historic Research and Preservation Committee, 103 Essex 
Street, Bangor, ME 04401, 207-942-6486, Essex103@aol.com. 

Insignia and Flag of the United States of America, Mary Armstrong 
This chairman attended the meetings in Washington, DC in April 2017. Since that time, she has 
approved ten insignia requests The process of Hamilton Jewelers e-mailing the forms for approval 
is working well. Work has also continued on designing new pins. A huge thank you to the National 
President for working with Hamilton's on the designs. All members are always encouraged to fly 
the American flag. 

Report of Chairmen of Administrative Committees: 
Finance, Jacke Barnes, Chairman No report. 

Reports of Annual Assembly Committees: 
Credentials, Sandra Sidler, Chairman 
The Credentials committee is very busy during the Annual Assembly Meeting in April. During the 
rest of the year all is quiet until the next March when credentials forms from the State Societies 
begin to be submitted. 
Please read the Letter from the Committee chair and the Credentials Form on the members only 
site under the Letters and Forms from the National Chairmen. It is near the bottom of the page 
under Assembly Committees. No changes have been made in the form since last year. Remember 
the Credentials Form is due March 151  

Hospitality, Melanie Platte, Chairman 
This chairman and her committee member Barbara Rooney worked with the National President to 

prepare for the 159th Semi-Annual Council Meeting in Maine. Thank you to Barbara Rooney for 

taking meeting reservations and food selections and making name tags and place cards. 

This chairman arranged for our April 2018 meetings be held at The Army & Navy Club, Washington, 
DC instead of The Mayflower Hotel. After the new year we will have prices and meal selections 

ready. 

Sonia Mallar reported that Orman Hines was delighted with the donation given to him by DCW 

today towards the National President's Project. 

New Business: No further new business. 
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Announcements: The next meeting of the 160th Semi Annual Council Meeting will be April 13, 
2018 and the 85th Annual Assembly will be April 14, 2018 in Washington, D.C. at The Army & Navy 
Club. All the information concerning the meetings will be in the winter issue of The TRC that will 
be out on February 1,2018. All information needs to be into The TRC Editor by December 1, 2017. 
Deadlines for The TRC are December 1 and June 1. Please remember those dates. 

Benediction J. Elaine Wagner gave the benediction. 
There being no further business and no objection the 159th Semi-Annual Council meeting 
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	 adjourned at 2:18 PM. 

Filed Reports of the National Officers: 
National Corresponding Secretary, Kelly Carey 
Since the Annual Assembly in April this officer has been sending out communication as directed by 
the National President or Officers. The call for the Semi-Annual Council Meeting was sent to all 
State Presidents and National Officers. 

This officer was very excited to welcome the National President to Illinois for her visit in early 

August. We were thrilled to learn more about her project and enjoyed the presentation. 

State Presidents: 

Georgia, Phyllis Lawson No Report 

Kentucky, Anissa Penn Davis 

In my first year in office, Kentucky has 3 newly approved members, bringing our total active 
membership to 25. We've enjoyed programs ranging from how to use our Daughters of Colonial 
Wars approved applications and documentation to be a springboard to join other societies to King 
Phillip's War to how women of the time made Kentucky successful. 

Maryland, Margaret Obert 

The Maryland Society, Daughters of Colonial Wars held two meetings this past year. The first was 

a planning meeting held at the Oregon Grill in northern Baltimore County on 8 March. The second 

was held at the same location on 11 May. Both of the meetings were in the "Triad" format with 
two other small Maryland lineage groups. 

This past year the Maryland Society made donations to a number of organizations recommended 
by National: Jamestown Discovery; the National President's Project; the Cathedral in the Pines; 
William and Mary College; the National Endowment Fund; the National General Fund; and the 
Virginia Historical Society. 



The Society was also pleased to continue its program of providing a scholarship to a student at 

Mercy High School in Baltimore. This year the scholarship was increased to $750. The graduating 
senior plans to major in Political Science at the University of Maryland in College Park. 

The Society is in the process of reviewing Maryland's By-Laws to ensure that they are in 

accordance with National's By-Laws. This effort is being conducted by Mrs. Neoma O'Brien, a 
previous National Officer. 

The Maryland Society also updated its Directory of Members and sent copies of the new directory 
to everyone via email. 

Michigan, Grace Smith 

Michigan is celebrating our second year with the Heritage Days Conference. We have more 

members attending our meetings and more daughters interested in joining our society. At our 

April meeting, Michigan welcomed two new members. We are working hard to increase our 
membership. Michigan will be having another Heritage Days Conference in October and we are 
working and planning to have another great conference. 

North Carolina, Dianne Robinson 

The North Carolina Society meets the 1st  Saturday of March and October, llam at The University 
Club in Raleigh, North Carolina. We have 53 members and three perspective members. We made 
donations to the National Presidents Project, Jamestown Rediscovery, Earl Gregg Swem Library 
and The North Carolina Archives this year. We had two members who represented North Carolina 
at the National Assembly and have a meeting planned for October 7 where we will welcome our 
new members and have a great program presented by Chris Stonestreet, a noted NC Historian. 

Oklahoma, Donna Lamb 

This coming Oct. 8th this group will celebrate their 30th anniversary. Where has time gone. The 
group has gone through some hard times and some really good times, just as all groups 
experience. 

Today's group met for business, followed by Colonial Daughters of 17th Century, then (one of best 
parts) lunch and program, after which New England Women hold their meeting. The majority of 
members belong to all three groups. There are members who travel at least 2 hours driving time 
to Okla. City for the meetings. "In the State of Oklahoma" defines our current membership, from 
east to west and north to south. 

Our Yearbook is a three ring binder. The only pages that are copied are those with changes. Saves 
on paper and printing costs. And — the bigger print helps! 

Away we go for 2017-2018. 

24 



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Sharon Capan 
The Pennsylvania State Society met on August 19, 2017 for our summer business meeting, 
luncheon and program. President Capan gave a program on the Popham Colony and its colony 
leader, George Popham. 

The membership of the Pennsylvania State Society currently stands at fourteen with one 
prospective member. We are proud to have our member, Stacey Leo Panel, serving as National 
Custodian. 

Our Society continues to support our National President's Project, Jamestown, Cathedral of the 
Pines and College of William and Mary: Swem Library. Locally we contribute to Shepherd's Heart 
Fellowship who provide transitional housing for homeless veterans. This year we have also 
donated to The Yellow Ribbon Girls based out of Ellwood City, Pennsylvania. This group of women 
have enlisted the help of family members, friends, churches, service groups and local businesses to 
send care packages to our servicemen and servicewomen. 

Commonwealth of Virginia, Courtenay Stanley 

The Commonwealth of Virginia State Society holds three luncheon meetings a year—in Richmond, 
in Williamsburg and in Charlottesville. We have 50 members with one application at National and 
several prospective members. 

Our October meeting will be held October 4, 2017, at Westminster-Canterbury of the Blue Ridge in 
Charlottesville. Our speaker will be Nancy Stetz, Education Programs Manager at Highland 
(formerly Ash Lawn-Highland,) the home of James Monroe. She will be telling us about the 
archaeological work which uncovered remains from the 1799 main house, preserved just below 
the ground's surface. The newly discovered remains reveal a sizeable, freestanding house as the 
Monroe? main residence. Part of a large chimney base, several sections of stone-wall foundations, 
and segments of thicker walls belonging to a stone cellar have been uncovered and point to a 
house fire that likely destroyed the house between the mid-1830s and early 1850s. More 
information about the meeting and the menu will be sent out next month. Please also mark your 
calendars for our March 7, 2018 meeting which will be held at the Commonwealth Club in 
Richmond. 

My State President's Projects, as approved at our May, 2016 meeting, are Historic Jamestowne 
Island, the Virginia Historical Society and the Earl Gregg Swem Library. My primary project is to 
provide funds to conserve documents that were written by some of our ancestors. In working with 
Jay Gaidmore, the Director of the Special Collections Research Center at the College of William and 
Mary, we have discovered that there are documents written by Philip Ludwell and Richard Billups, 
ancestors of two of our members, which are in need of conservation. Our members voted to 
spend $1500.00 to conserve as many of these papers as possible and, at our May 2017 meeting, 
we presented Jay with a check for $750.00 to begin the conservation of a Philip Ludwell letter. 
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Washington, Diane Eagon 
This Officer is pleased to report that the Society has two members with the special status of 

Honorary Life Member. Barbara Chandler Bates was recognized in July. Mrs. Bates received a 

birthday and a life membership certificate from this Officer. Also, JoAnn Stringfellow will attain 

twenty-five years of membership in September. 

The Washington Society participates annually in the National Awards. In April the Society's 

candidates were selected for the second place Research and Preservation Award and the first 
place 7th......th a grade Patriotic Education Award. A newspaper published an article about the 

educator nominated for the Teacher Award. The Research recipient's book provided to the Society 
was presented by this Officer to the Seattle Public Library. 

Members attended events for Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day. This is 

the fifth year that the Society presented a Community Service Award to a AMC cadet. The 

honoree for 2017 was a four-year Air Force cadet from Spokane. 

Old Fort Western in Augusta, Maine was chosen for the Society's 2017 Research and Preservation 

Award. The site is the oldest surviving timber garrison in New England. A contribution to the Fort 

provides newsletters to share at meetings. 

A discussion of Unredeemed Captive by John Demos is planned for the fall meeting. The author's 

research expanded information about the Deerfield Massacre of 1704. The book's focus is the 

taking captive of minister John Williams, his family and particularly daughter Eunice. 

West Virginia, Sally Ann Myers Greenfield 

The West Virginia Society Daughters of Colonial Wars met August 5, 2017 for its second Heritage 
Luncheon shared with West Virginia Dames of the Court of Honor in Martinsburg, WV. Rituals of 
both societies were used and business was conducted. A number of prospective members were 
present. 

A Memorial Service was conducted by Rebecca Davis, Chaplain, for Miss Jean Ann Elliott, long time 
President of this society. Her life time (Jan.18,1933-Feb.19, 2017) was spent enjoying DCW and a 
number of other lineage societies, working as a librarian and teaching others to become librarians, 
traveling to all seven continents„ watching basketball and car races, and knitting. Miss Elliott held 
local, state, and national offices in many societies. Jean Ann will be sorely missed. 

The program was touring the mansion house of General Adam Stephen. This house is a fine 
example of late colonial architecture. The land on which the house is situated was acquired by 
General Stephen in 1770. He operated a nearby mill, a distillery and an armory in what was to 
become Martinsburg. 

Adam Stephen was born in Scotland, attending universities in Aberdeen and Edinburgh, receiving a 
degree in surgery. Coming to America in 1748, he set up a doctors practice in Fredericksburg, VA 
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until in 1754 when he accepted a military post on the frontier (Frederick County- Winchester, VA). 
Stephen provided leadership as a colonel in the French and Indian War and as a major general 
during the American Revolution. Perhaps his greatest contribution to America's future was his 
stirring speech at the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1788, which influenced the Virginia 
delegates to ratify the United States Constitution. 

Wisconsin, Ruth Anderson 

Wisconsin Daughters from across the state were honored to host President General Donna 
Hoffmann at our August 19 luncheon meeting at the Wisconsin Club's Country Club, Milwaukee. 
Members of Wisconsin's Dames of the Court of Honor, Daughters of American Colonies and 
Daughters of 1812 also attended. Short business meetings were held for each organization 
followed by our President General's Popham Colony presentation. Many of our members have 
New England ancestry, but not many knew of the Maine settlement begun and abandoned in 
1607. The slide depicting a large arrowhead was intriguing. What was it used for? Bear? Moose? 

The size and use of the "Virginia" was also discussed. 

Filed Reports of National Committees 

Junior Membership, Pat Hugar 
My Juniors report from April stands as the most current information. 

Lineage Research Advisory, Janet Holaday 
During the last six months this chairman has not been asked by the National Registrar for an 
opinion on any questions concerning acceptable service or adequate documentation. Extensive 
research was done in order to find an acceptable ancestor and document the lineage for three 
prospective members, but since those women joined the state society for which this chairman 
serves as state registrar, it is difficult to say how much time a state registrar would have been 
expected to spend on research for a prospective member and if the large amount of research 
performed crossed the line into being activity of the lineage research advisory chairman. 

Membership, Patricia Allen 
This chairman does not have anything new to report other than she is continuing to promote 
increase in membership through the incentive of the reward of becoming eligible to purchase the 
"NSDCW Member to Member pin," and eventually the "Member to Member bar." 

am reminding members of the process of earning the first "Members to Member pin" by assisting 
the new prospective member in 1) locating an eligible ancestor if the prospect does not have one 
in mind, then 2) assisting with the genealogical research, next 3) assisting in completing the 
application form, and 4) signing the application form as recommending this eligible member for 
membership. It is a pleasure serving in this administration. 

National Defense, Diane Eagon 
This Chairman attended programs with speakers for Memorial Day and D-Day. The presentation to 
a military museum of the Flag that had flown on a landing craft at Utah Beach was a special D-Day 

event. 
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This Chairman provided posts to the National Society's website for Armed Forces Day and 

Memorial Day. A Flag message was filed with the National Defense Letters for D-Day and 

Independence Day. This Chairman will gladly share Information about patriotic events in 

members' communities. 

Patriotic Education, Judy Polhamus 

The Patriotic Education Writing Contest topic this year features a fiction style of writing. Students 
will write the piece from the point of view of a young man or boy who travels to Popham Colony. 
Since no females ever ventured to Popham Colony, all writing must be from the male point of 

view. Students will write imaginative essays about what this boy sees and experiences during his 
time in Popham Colony. To be historically accurate about the setting, students will be required to 

use the map of Popham Colony and Fort St. George that was drawn by John Hunt. 

As with the 2016 topic, all letters that are sent to public school districts and teachers have 
Common Core Standards which might support the writing topic. Several letters have been sent to 

private school and home school organizations. 

Letters to State Presidents and letters to be distributed to teachers of history were posted on the 

DCW website. 

This Chairman was pleased to see several entries last year, and is hopefully more entries will be 

submitted at the end of this year. 

Melanie K. Platte 

Acting National Recording Secretary 

Anne Farley 10/15/2017 

National Treasurer 

Carolyn Coulter 10/26/2017 

South Carolina State President 

28 



NATIONAL NEWS 

National Officers 

National Recording Secretary 

ANNOUNCING OUR NEW 

NATIONAL RECORDING 

SECRETARY DAUGHTERS 

OF COLONIAL WARS, INC. 

JANE "XAN" ALEXANDER 

Guideline for Annual Assembly and Semi-Annual Reports 

Annual Assembly and Semi-Annual Council Meeting reports are due March 15, 2018. A 

copy, preferable electronic, should be sent to the National President L. Donna Hoffmann (Mrs. 

Robert): donna@donnahoffmann.com  and also the National Recording Secretary Jane Xan 

Alexander Janealexandergenealogy@gmail.com . Please use the following format when submit: 

Type: must be a standard upper and lower case. 

Spacing: single space on 8 1/2 x 11 inch paper. Double space between paragraphs and do not 

indent the first line of each paragraph. 

Margins: one inch on the top, bottom, and sides. 

Word Count: National Officers' written reports may need more than 250 words and oral reports 

may need up to 3 minutes. State Presidents and National Chairmen written reports are limited to 

250 words and oral reports to 2 minutes. 

Written reports do not begin with "Madame National President". Do not end your report with 

Oral reports do begin with, "Madame National President". The National President will recognize 

you...then you begin your report. 

Reports may be edited for publication. "Respectfully submitted, your written reports and for oral 

reports. 
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National Organizing Secretary 

Interest in DCW continues to grow. This officer is pleased to announce that we have 2 new 

reorganized state societies as of the September 13, 2017 Semi-Annual Council meeting — Colorado 
and Nebraska. There is also interest in reorganizing the Indiana State Society. 

There have been no new state societies since North Dakota was organized in 2009. Prior to that 

Colorado was organized in 1977 and later disbanded. Clear policies for 

organization/reorganization need to be established. Several national officers were asked by the 
National President to update the DCW Handbook. The information on the website is not current 
and will be brought up to date when the update is complete. 

Kristin Gardner McDonald 
National Organizing Secretary 

National Chairman 

Junior Membership 
Attention State Presidents  

As reported in the Winter 2016 Tudor Rose, the National Bylaw Committee and the Junior 

Membership Committee have addressed the subject of Junior Membership. JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 
is "that the Junior Membership requirements be defined as a member who joins DCW between 
the ages of 18 through 39; and remain a Junior member until the age of 49." 

Please analyze your membership and report to me the number of Juniors your State has by 

March 1, 2018. Any other questions —please contact me. 

Pat Erwin Hugar, Junior Membership Chairman 
3230 Lombardy Road, Pasadena, CA 911.07-5533 
Phugs511@gmail.com  (626) 793-0101 

Tudor Rose Councilor Editor 
Please note that the deadline for submissions for the next Tudor Rose Councilor will be 

June 1, 2018. Please send all submissions to Niki Rittenhouse at nikictdar@gmail.com. Thank 
you. 
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STATE NEWS 

Colorado 

The Colorado Chapter held its organizing meeting on September 20, 2017 at The Wildflowers 

English Tea Room in Broomfield, CO. Present were 14 Charter members and two transfer 

members of the 19 approved Charter members. We were honored to have the National Registrar, 

Noreen Riffe, in attendance. After introductions, Organizing President, Mollie Sue Morton, with 

volunteers, completed the slate of officers which were approved. Bylaws, dues, meeting place and 

times were discussed. Colorado Society Bylaws were adopted. Transfer member and Treasurer 

Stanzi Lucy distributed copies of the "Tudor Rose" for members to become familiar with and 

national projects were described. We were very pleased to be confirmed at the September 

National meeting and are a fully active Society at this time. Officers are: Colleen Joyce, Vice 

President; Ann Moore, Chaplain; Fran McVeigh, Secretary; Sandra Carter-Duff, Registrar, Stanzi 

Lucy, Treasurer; Elizabeth Townsend, Librarian; and Margaret "Peggy" Norton, Historian. The 

members were very pleased to receive their state numbers from National Registrar, Noreen Rifle. 

We look forward to our next meeting and recruiting more Organizing Chapter members. 

National Registrar Noreen Riffe with Elizabeth 

Townsend and Peggy Norton 

Ruth Savardi and Wendy Becker 

Stanzi Lucy, Barbara Wilkinson, Sandra Carter-Duff and Molly Morton 
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Florida 

Georgia 

Nathaniel Macon Chapter, NSDAR and the Fort Hawkins Foundation, Incorporated held a USA 

Veterans Day Salute with Flag Retirement Ceremony at historic Fort Hawkins in Macon, Georgia, 

on November 11, 2017. Several members of the Daughters of Colonial Wars in the State of Georgia 

presented flags for retirement on behalf of various organizations. Christine Napier committed a 

flag for the Georgia Society, DCW. (L-R) Members in attendance included Millie Stewart, Judy 

Farrigan, Christine Napier, Kinsey Mason, Barbara Fincher, JoAn Childres, Janet Walker, who also 

serves as Regent of the sponsoring DAR chapter, and Judy Smith, Chairman of the Board of the 

Fort Hawkins Foundation. 
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Nebraska 

The first meeting of the Nebraska State Society was held at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 28, 

2017 at the Holiday Inn, Kearney, Nebraska; the Organizing President Mary Hanke being in the 

chair and the Secretary Kathy Ocasio being present. Also present were members Cheryl Clark, 

Diane Dice, Mary Dolan, Melanie Sloger, Alicia White, Ann Cox, Anne Reim, DuRell Strathman, 

Meghan Adair, Louise Travers, Beverly Demkowski, SharonAnn Louden, Molly O'Holleran, Amy 

Dempsey, and Suzanne Jarman. 

Installation of Officers for the new Nebraska Society 

New Society Members being sworn in. 
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South Carolina 

The SC State Society met on October 31, 2017, for our regular meeting at the Lake Forest Club. 

The SC State Society was excited to have our National President Donna Hoffman as our speaker. 

Mrs. Hoffman's program was a presentation about the history of Popham Colony. The Colony was 

settled in August of 1607, too late to plant crops; so, half the 120 men returned to England. The 

remaining settlers began building a star fort, named Fort Saint George, at the mouth of the 

Kennebec River. While there were struggles, Popham Colony did not suffer the "starving times" of 

Jamestowne Colony. The only person believed to have died at Popham Colony was George 

Popham; who died of old age. The first ocean worthy ship, the Virginia, was built at Popham. This 

ship made 3 voyages across the ocean. Popham Colony only survived for 1 year; the remaining 

colonist returned to England on the Virginia. The only know map of Fort Saint George by John 

Hunt was found in 1888 in the Spanish archives. It had been given to King Philip of Spain as an act 

of espionage. The site of the Colony was nearly lost. It was rediscovered about 1994. Mrs. 

Hoffman's efforts in helping preserve the history of this colony, which was nearly lost is greatly 

appreciated. 

After her program, SC State Society presented Mrs. Hoffman a check for her National President's 

Project. 
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Tennessee 

Washington 

The Society is pleased to announce two membership milestones that occurred since the prior 

article. Barbara Bates celebrated her 90'n  birthday and was honored with a life membership from 

the National Society. JoAnn Stringfellow attained twenty-five years of membership and received 

the National Society's certificate. 

The Fall meeting included a group discussion of The Unredeemed Captive by John Demos. This 

book expanded the research about the Deerfield Massacre of 1704. Its focus is the captivity of the 

John Williams family and particularly daughter Eunice. Also, the book informed us about 

Puritanism in colonial New England. We thank Lynn Pittier for leading our conversation and 

preparing a handout. 

The Society will provide its eleventh annual donation to the Fisher House at Joint Base Lewis-

McChord. It is planned that Virginia Padden-Sollitt will present our gift to the staff in December. 

We look forward to the initiation of the National Society's ROTC insignia program. 

Members have enjoyed reading about the National President's project and the Maine national 

meeting. It's an excellent idea to tie Popham Colony to the Patriotic Essay as it is likely to be a new 

topic for students. A donation was made to the National President's project with the treasury 

report. 
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Proposed Bylaw Revisions 
ARTICLE IV 

Amendment #1 

Article IV, Membership, Section 2A, 1, 2, and 3. 

Amend Article IV, Membership, Section 2A by deleting subsections 1, 2, and 3 and inserting new 

subsections 1, 2, and 3. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, WILL READ 7-CURRENT WORDING 

A. 	Members of State 

Societies shall be admitted in the 

following manner: 

A. 	Members of State 

Societies shall be admitted in the 

following manner: 

A. 	Members of State 

r  Societies shall be admitted in 

the following manner: 

1. The name of a proposed 

member, accompanied by letters 

of recommendation from at least 

two members of the State Society 

to whom she is personally known, 

shall be sent to the Chairman of 

the State Membership 

Committee. 

2. After consideration by the 

membership committee, the 

chairman shall report to the State 

Council the names of applicants 

approved by a majority vote by 

ballot of the membership 

committee. 

3. A two-thirds vote by 

ballot at the Council Meeting shall 

be required, the vote to be taken 

at the same meeting at which the 

names are recommended or the 

next meeting as directed by the 

bylaws of the State Society. The 

decision of the State Council shall 

be final. 

4. The name of an applicant  

1. 	The name f a pr p scd 	 

ffl-effi&,r, ,arre15,4449,442,4€,€61gef=1 

of 	re 	 _ 

the 	State Membership 	 

Committee. 

2. 	After consideration by the- 

membership 	committee, the  

4-4  

Council 	the na-mes of applicants 	 

majority vote by  

ball 	t of the membership 	 

committee. 

3. 	A two thirds vote by 	 

ball 	t at the Council Meeting shall 	 

be 	required, the vote to be taken 	 

at 	the same meeting at which the 	 

names are recommended r the  

next meeting as directed by the  

bylaws of the State Society. The  

decision 	of the State Council shall 	 

be final. 

4. 	The name of an applicant 
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1. The name of a proposed 

member shall be sent to the 

State Registrar or the State 

Membership Chairman. 

2. The names of the 

proposed members are 

presented to the general 

membership at the next 

meeting of the State Society to 

be approved by a two-thirds 

vote. 

3. The State President or 

the State Registrar shall issue an 

invitation to the approved 

applicant together with an 

application form, rules and 

instructions 

	

' 4. 	The name of an 

applicant who is not approved 

may not be proposed again for 

two years. 

	

S. 	The State President shall 

issue an invitation to the 

approved applicant. 



who is not approved may not be 

proposed again for two years. 

5. 	The State President shall 

issue an invitation to the 

approved applicant.  

who is not approved may not be 

proposed again for two years. 

5. 	The State President shall 

issue an invitation to the 

approved applicant. 

(a) The name of a proposed 

member shall be sent to the State 

Registrar or the State 

Membership Chairman. The 

names of the proposed members 

are presented to the general 

membership at the next meeting 

of the State Society to be 

approved by a two-thirds vote. 

(b) The State President or 

the State Registrar shall issue an 

invitation to the approved 

applicant together with an 

application form, rules and 

instructions. 

ARTICLE XII 

Amendment #2 

Article XII, State Societies. Section 1 and Section 5 a and f. Amend Section 1 to allow for the organization 

of more than one society within a state, add additional criteria in subsections a and b. Amend Section 5a 

to allow the National Society to appoint an Organizing President for an additional State Society. Amend 

Section 5f by adding "for the purpose of organizing" alloying members of current State Societies to go to 

member at large for the purpose of organizing, without penalty. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, WILL READ 

Section 1. Each State and the 

District of Columbia may have 

one State Society of the 

National Society 

Section 1. Each state and the 

District of Columbia may have 

more than one State Society of the 

National Society. 

a. Each Society is directly 

Section 1. Each state and the 

District of Columbia may have 

more than one State Society of 

the National Society. 

a. Each Society is directly _ 
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responsible to the National 

Society and operates 

independently of any other State 

Society. Additionally, newly 

organized State Societies shall 

carry the name of the State as 

well as their own name. 

b. Organizational members 

of an additional State Society 

must meet all requirements of 

any new State Society [Article IV, 

Membership. Section 2C, 1-4]. 

responsible to the National 

Society and operates 

independently of any other State 

Society. Additionally, newly 

organized State Societies shall 

carry the name of the State as 

well as their own name. 

b. Organizational members 

of an additional State Society must 

meet all requirements of any new 

State Society [Article IV, 

Membership. Section 2C, 1-4]. 

Section 5. — Organizing or 

Reorganizing a State Society 

Section 5. — Organizing or 	 Section 5. — Organizing or 

Reorganizing a State Society 	Reorganizing a State Society 

a. Where no State Society 

exists the National Council, may 

upon recommendation of the 

National Organizing Secretary, 

appoint a member to be the 

Organizing President.- 

a. 	Where n State S ciet-y 	 

exists 	the National Council, m-ay 	 

im;tgg42*.r..€44444444.itigtp=of=t4E1 

Nati 	nal Organizing Secretary, 	

appoint 	a p4Q444.14Q-r---t-o--laQ-114Q- 

a. The National Council may, 
1 

upon recommendation of the 

i National Organizing Secretary, 

appoint a member to be a 

Reorganizing or Organizing 

President. 

a. The National Council may, 

upon recommendation of the 

National Organizing Secretary, 

appoint a member to be a 

Reorganizing or Organizing 

President. 

f. A member of an existing 

State Society who wishes to 

become an organizing member 

of a State Society must be 

transferred to member at large 

prior to the organization of the 

new State Society. 

f. A member of an existing 

State Society who wishes to 

become an organizing member of 

a State Society must be 

transferred to member at large, 

for the purpose of organizing, 

prior to the organization of the 

new State Society. 

- 	 - 
f. A member of an existing 

State Society who wishes to 

become an organizing member of 

a State Society must be 

transferred to member at large, 

for the purpose of organizing, 

prior to the organization of the 

new State Society. 
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CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDNENT IF ADOPTED, WILL READ 

Section 1. The fiscal year of the National 
Society shall be March first to the last day 
of February. 

Section 2. The application fee for 
membership in the National Society shall 
be twenty dollars ($20.00). 

Section 3. Annual dues. 

a. The annual national dues of 
members of State Societies 
shall be twenty dollars ($20.00). 
A State Society may by its own 
bylaws provide for an additional 
application fee and for dues for 
its own use. 

b. The annual national dues of a 
member at large shall be thirty 
dollars ($30.00) payable in 
advance to the National 
Treasurer on or before the first 
day of January. 

c. The dues of a person admitted 
or reinstated on or after October 
first shall be applied to the next 
succeeding fiscal year. 

d. Annual national dues shall be 
payable in advance by the State 
Treasurer to the National 
Treasurer on or before the first 
day of January. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the State 

Treasurer to notify each member in 
arrears on June first in an effort to restore 
her good standing. Those whose dues 
are not received and forwarded to reach 
the National Treasurer by October first 
shall be automatically dropped from 

membership in the National Society. 

Section 5. Members at large in arrears for 
dues shall be dropped in the same 
manner as members of State Societies 
except that they shall be notified by the 
National Treasurer. 

Section 6. A person dropped from 
membership for nonpayment of dues may 
be reinstated by a two-thirds vote of the 

Section 1. The fiscal year of the National 
Society shall be March first to the last 
day of February. 

Section 2. The applicaticn fee for 
membership in the Natioral Society 
shall be twenty dollars ($20.00). 

Section 3. Annual dues. 

a. The annual natonal dues of 
members of State Societies 
shall be twenty dollars 
($20.00). A State Society 
may by its own bylaws provide 
for an additional application 
fee and for dues for its own 
use. 

b. The annual natonal dues of a 
member at large shall be thirty 
dollars ($30.00 payable in 
advance to the National 
Treasurer on or before the 
first day of JanLary. 

G. 	The-dues of a 
person-admitted-or reinstated 
on-or after Octcber first shall 
be-applied-te444.-.,-next-
sucoeeding fiscal- year) 

)The dues of a person 
admitted or reinstated on or 
after July ist 
shall be applied to the next 

succeeding fiscal year. 
d. 	Annual national dues shall be 

payable in advance by the 
State Treasurer to the 
National Treasurer on or 
before the first day of January. 

Section 4. It shall be the c...ity of the 
State Treasurer to notify each member 
in arrears on June first in an effort to 
restore her good standing Those 
whose dues are not receked and 
forwarded to reach the Na:ional 
Treasurer by October first shall be 
automatically dropped fron membership 
in the National Society. 

Section 5. Members at large in arrears 
for dues shall be dropped n the same 

Section 1. The fiscal year of the National 
Society shall be March first to the last day 
of February. 

Section 2. The application fee for 
membership in the National Society shall 
be twenty dollars ($20.00). 

Section 3. Annual dues. 

a. The annual national dues of 
members of State Societies 
shall be twenty dollars ($20.00). 
A State Society may by its own 
bylaws provide for an additional 
application fee and for dues for 
its own use. 

b. The annual national dues of a 
member at large shall be thirty 
dollars ($30.00) payable in 
advance to the National 
Treasurer on or before the first 
day of January. 

c. The dues of a person admitted 
or reinstated on or after July 
15th  shall be applied to the next 
succeeding fiscal year. 

d. Annual national dues shall be 
payable in advance by the State 
Treasurer to the National 
Treasurer on or before the first 
day of January. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the State 
Treasurer to notify each member in 
arrears on June first in an effort to restore 
her good standing. Those whose dues 
are not received and forwarded to reach 
the National Treasurer by October first 
shall be automatically dropped from 

membership in the National Society. 

Section 5. Members at large in arrears for 
dues shall be dropped in the same 
manner as members of State Societies 
except that they shall be notified by the 
National Treasurer. 

Section 6. A person dropped from 
membership for nonpayment of dues may 

be reinstated by a two-thirds vote of the 

ARTICLE X 

FEES AND DUES 

Amendment #3 

Dues of admitted person now is in Oct. 1. This is only a three month grace period. When we change it to 

July this will be 5 month grace period for both ladies that have been admitted and reinstated. 
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State Council upon payment of a fee two 

times the current national and state dues 
plus a reinstatement fee of ten dollars. 

Section 7. A member having resigned 
from membership may upon payment of 
the annual dues be admitted to 
membership by a two-thirds vote of the 
State Council. 

Section 8. A member whose membership 
lapses through the disbandment of a State 
Society may be reinstated by the National 
Council in the same manner as prescribed 
for the admission of a member at large 

with the exception that no application fee 
be required. 

Section 9. A fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) 

shall accompany each supplemental 
application, three dollars (S3.00) of which 

shall be retained by the State Society. 

manner as members of State Societies 

except that they shall be notified by the 
National Treasurer. 

Section 6. A person dropped from 

membership for nonpayment of dues 
may be reinstated by a two-thirds vote of 
the State Council upon payment of a fee 
two times the current national and state 
dues plus a reinstatement fee of ten 
dollars. 

Section 7. A member having resigned 
from membership may upon payment of 
the annual dues be admitted to 
membership by a two-thirds vote of the 
State Council. 

Section 8. A member whose 

membership lapses through the 
disbandment of a State Society may be 
reinstated by the National Council in the 
same manner as prescribed for the 
admission of a member at large with the 
exception that no application fee be 
required. 

State Council upon payment of a fee two 

times the current national and state dues 
plus a reinstatement fee of ten dollars. 

Section 7. A member having resigned 

from membership may upon payment of 
the annual dues be admitted to 
membership by a two-thirds vote of the 
State Council. 

Section 8. A member whose membership 
lapses through the disbandment of a State 
Society may be reinstated by the National 
Council in the same manner as prescribed 
for the admission of a member at large 

with the exception that no application fee 
be required. 

Section 9. A fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) 
shall accompany each supplemental 

application, three dollars ($3.00) of which 
shall be retained by the State Society. 

Section 9. A fee of twenty dollars 
($20.00) shall accompany each 
supplemental application, three dollars 
($3.00) of which shall be retained by the 
State Society. 

ARTICLE XII 

STATE SOCIETIES 

Amendment #4 

Due to the electronic age the we live in we can make life easier and quicker by using email when making 

transfers. 

—CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

  

IF ADOPTED, WILL READ 

 

       

       

Section 3. Transfers 
a. All transfers must be 

obtained by writing to the 
National Registrar 

b. No member is entitled to 
more than one transfer in 
a year. 

c. Before a member of one 

Section 3 Transfers. 
a. All transfers must be 

obtained by writing or 
sending an email to the 
National Registrar 

b. No member is entitled to 
more than one transfer in 
a year. 

 

Section 3. Transfers 
a 	All transfers must be 
obtained by writing or sending 
an email to the National 
Registrar 
b.No member is entitled to more 
than one transfer in a year. 

c. Before a member of one 
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State Society may be 
invited to transfer to 
another, her name must 
be proposed and 
considered exactly like a 
new member. 

d 	If action by the State 
Membership Committee 
and the State Council is 
favorable, she receives a 
written invitation from the 
State President to 
transfer her membership 
into the State Society. 

e VVhen a member of a 
State Society has 
accepted a written 
invitation of membership 
from the State President, 
the State Registrar of the 
receiving State shall write 
to the National Registrar 
to request a transfer be 
sent to the State 
Registrar of the giving 
State Society. 

f. When the transfer has 
been signed by three 
appropriate officers of the 
giving State Society. i.e., 
the State President, the 
State Treasurer and the 
State Registrar, the State 
Registrar of the giving 
State shall send the 
transfer to the State 
Registrar of the receiving 
State. 

g When the State Registrar 
of the receiving State 
receives the completed 
transfer, she shall notify 
the National Registrar 
who then shall correct the 
National Registrar's files 
and assign a new State 
Number to the member 
who has transferred. 
When a member 
transfers to another State 
Society she shall present 
a copy of her application 
papers to the State 
Registrar of the receiving 
State Society. 
State Societies shall not 

c. Before a member of one 
State Society may be 
invited to transfer to 
another, her name must 
be proposed and 
considered e>actly like a 
new member. 

d. If action by the State 
Membership Committee 
and the State Council is 
favorable, she receives a 
written invitatiDn or an 
email from the State 
President to transfer her 
membership iito the 
State Society- 

e. When a member of a 
State Society has 
accepted an written 
invitation of membership 
from the State President, 
the State Reg strar of the 
receiving State shall write 
to the Nationa Registrar 
to request a transfer be 
sent to the State 
Registrar of the giving 
State Society,- 

f. When the transfer has 
been signed by three 
appropriate officers of the 
giving State Society, i.e., 
the-State President, the 
State Treasucer and the 
State Reg-i-strar, the State 
Registrar of the giving  

e  

Registrar of  the receiving 
State- 

g. .When the State 
Registrar of the receiving 
State receives the 
completed transfer, she 
shall notify the National 
Registrar who then shall 
correct the National 
Registrar's files and 
assign a new State 
Number to the member 
who has transferred. 

h .. When a member 
transfers to another State 
Society she shall present 
a copy of her application  

State Society may be 
invited to transfer to 
another, her name must 
be proposed and 
considered exactly like 
a new member. 

4. If action by the State 
Membership Committee 
and the State Council is 
favorable, she receives 
a written invitation or an 
email from the State 
President to transfer her 
membership into the 
State Society- 

e. When a member of a 
State Society has 
accepted an invitation of 
membership from the 
State President, the 
State Registrar of the 
receiving State shall 
write to the National 
Registrar to request a 
transfer be sent to the 
State Registrar of the 
giving State Society,— 

f. .When the State 
Registrar of the 
receiving-State receives 
the completed transfer. 
she shall notify the 
National Registrar who 
then shall correct the 
National Registrar's files 
and assign a new State 
Number to the member 
who has transferred. 

g. When a member 
transfers to another 
State Society she shall 
present a copy of her 
application papers to 
the State Registrar of 
the receiving State 
Society. 

h. State Societies shall not 
be required to vote to 
grant transfers. 
Transfers shall be 
granted immediately 
upon request. 
Transfers must not be 
granted to members in 
arrears. If an applicant 
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be required to vote to 
grant transfers. 
Transfers shall be 
granted immediately 
upon request. Transfers 
must not be granted to 
members in arrears. If 
an applicant for a transfer 
becomes in arrears for 
dues, the transfer cannot 
completed until both 
National and State dues 
are paid. 
A member of a State 
Society is entitled to the 
rights and privileges of 
membership only in that 
one State Society and in 
the National Society. Her 
residence in any other 
locality does not entitle 
her to attend meetings of 
another State Society 
without an invitation. 

k. A member at large in 
good standing upon 
written invitation from the 
State President to 
become a member of a 
State Society shall be 
entitled to a transfer from 
the National Society 
which shall be issued by 
the National Registrar 

papers to the State 
Registrar of the receiving 
State Society. 

i. 	. State Societies shall not 
be required to vote to 
grant transfers. 
Transfers shall be 
granted immediately 
upon request. Transfers 
must not be granted to 
members in arrears. If 
an applicant for a transfer 
becomes in arrears for 
dues, the transfer cannot 
completed until both 
National and State dues 
are paid. 

J. 	. A member of a State 
Society is entitled to the 
rights and privileges of 
membership only in that 
one State Society and in 
the National Society. Her 
residence in any other 
locality does not entitle 
her to attend meetings of 
another State Society 
without an invitation. 

k. .A member at large in 
good standing upon 
written invitation from the 
State President to 
become a member of a 
State Society shall be 
entitled to a transfer from 
the National Society 
which shall be issued by 
the National Registrar 

for a transfer becomes 
in arrears for dues, the 
transfer cannot 
completed until both 
National and State dues 
are paid. 

i. 	A member of a State 
Society is entitled to the 
rights and privileges of 
membership only in that 
one State Society and 
in the National Society. 
Her residence in any 
other locality does not 
entitle her to attend 
meetings of another 
State Society without an 
invitation. 
A member at large in 
good standing upon 
written invitation from 
the State President to 
become a member of a 
State Society shall be 
entitled to a transfer 
from the National 
Society which shall be 
issued by the National 
Registrar 
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Inspiration, Humility, and the Value of History 

Robert M. S. McDonald 

It's easy enough to appreciate the skills developed through the study of history. Young historians 

grow into better writers, more articulate speakers, and savvier analysts of evidence. They come 

to appreciate that "yes or no" and "black or white" conclusions rarely come to terms with real-

world facts that, viewed side by side, seem contradictory rather than complementary. Students of 

history learn to grapple with nuance. These skills maiter and position people for success in a 

variety of professions. Sometimes, however, we forget that the study of history offers even 

more. It develops important habits of the mind, including two that I think matter most: an 

openness to inspiration and a sense of humility. 

We inhabit a cynical age. But even if inspiration seen's lacking in the present, it's plentiful when 

we focus on America's past. There's Rosa Parks, whc took a stand by keeping her seat. There's 

Thomas Edison, who as a child lost most of his hearing but as an adult worked to help people see 

in the darkness. The first possession of Frederick Douglass, acquired decades before he legally 

owned himself, was a book of orations providing him models of persuasion presented by 

predecessors such as Cicero and George Washington The members of the Continental Congress, 

who hung together as Franklin advised, did not hang separately. And then there's 80-year-old 

Samuel Whittemore, once a loyal British subject who had served in King George's War and the 

French and Indian War. In April 1775, from behind a stone wall he took aim at Redcoats retreating 

from Concord. He felled three British soldiers before oeing bayonetted thirteen times, shot in the 

face, and left for dead. He lived eighteen years to die a 98-year-old citizen of the free and 

independent United States. 

History inspires because it reminds us that individuals matter. Every fall, when I teach the U.S. 

history survey course for West Point freshmen ("plebes," as we call them), I conclude by showing 

about 20 minutes of the 1946 Christmas classic, "It's a Wonderful Life." Wrongly accused of 

having embezzled funds from his family-run bank, George Bailey wishes he had never been born. 

Clarence, his guardian angel, grants his wish and shows him a world transformed. Once-friendly 

Bedford Falls has become the dystopia of gruff and garish Pottersville. Because George had not 

been present to prevent the local pharmacist's careless mistake, Mr. Gower, the pharmacist, 

poisoned a family, served time in jail, and became the town drunk. Because George wasn't 

present to lead his family's bank, no one extended loans to underwrite worthy individuals' worthy 

dreams, such as building tidy single-family homes in a neighborhood called "Bailey Park." Without 

George, there was only "Potter's Field," a cemetery vvhere George, who had saved the life of his 

younger brother Harry, finds Harry's grave. Since George wasn't present to save Harry, Harry 

wasn't there to save the lives of hundreds on a U.S. Navy transport ship. George comes to realize 

that his humble-seeming life had an oversized influence. 
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As I remind my cadets, in another couple of decades future plebes enrolled in our U.S. history 
course might be learning about them. Displayed in the history department is a poster bearing the 
images of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Grant, and Lee. The caption: "Much of the history we teach 

was made by the people we taught." It's difficult to image a more inspirational message. 

I have a wonderful life serving as a history professor at the United States Military Academy, which 

prepares young men and women for leadership in the U.S. Army. Since 1998 it has been my real 

honor to teach there. It also remains a real responsibility, in no small part because my students, 
once commissioned as Army officers, will shoulder immense responsibilities of their own. These 
include leading America's sons and daughters in sometimes perilous circumstances. How can they 
communicate to soldiers that the United States is worthy of sacrifice if they themselves do not 
fully appreciate and cannot adequately explain the principles that make America great? 

Of course the leaders of the Army have yet another responsibility: acting as stewards of such an 
awesome power. I often remind my cadets that the U.S. military is not the greatest force for good 
in the world. Properly directed, it is instead the greatest force against bad. The greatest force for 
good is the liberty they swore to protect when they took an oath to uphold the Constitution. 

Liberty and military power don't always go hand in hand--a fact made clear by the usurpations of 

Caesar, Cromwell, Napoleon, Mao, and Castro. Even George Washington had to brush aside those 
who, after America's victory at Yorktown, urged him to seize control of the new nation. A 
probably apocryphal story maintains that George Ill laughed in disbelief when informed of 
Washington's plan to resign his command and head home as a private citizen to Mount Vernon. 
"If he does that," the king supposedly exclaimed, "then truly he is the world's greatest man!" But 

that's precisely what Washington did. 

Washington, himself a student of history, possessed a humility that history teaches well. And yet 

today, despite all of Washington's work to liberate a nation, he and other Founding Fathers are 
oftentimes subjected to scorn as the owners of plantations and—more to the point—the people 
who worked for them. How Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and others reconciled their status as 
siaveholders with their work in behalf of individual liberty and self-government is both interesting 
and complicated. But it is not disqualifying in that it does not erase their important contributions. 

It's easy to judge and condemn the people of the past, believing that we, somehow, cannot fall 

victim to the same the human weaknesses that led them to make mistakes. It's easy to blame the 
people of the past for an almost willful ignorance when really they were merely guilty of 
innocence. It isn't difficult to overlook our own capacity for rationalization—for finding ways to 
justify choosing the easier wrong over the harder right. If we believe ourselves examples of the 
final stage of the world's enlightenment and moral evolution, we make the same mistake as the 

generations some now so smugly condemn. 
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It is especially important that West Point cadets avoid this sort of hubris. The only thing more 

dangerous than arrogance is arrogance entrusted with great power. Each semester I make sure to 

challenge my students to imagine the things for which, 200 years from now, future generations 

will condemn us. Will it be that we ate meat? Will it be that we ballooned the national debt? Will 

it be that we didn't end abortion? Will it be that some of us sought to deny women's right to 

control their own bodies? Will people in the future blame us for mistreatment of the 

environment or will they blame us for prioritizing environmental protection over measures 

promoting economic growth and better quality of life? Or will we be condemned for something 

else? At this point we don't know. We have no idea for what we'll be criticized. The only thing we 

can say with certainty is that we will be criticized. 

History, properly taught, has nothing to do with praising or condemning the people of the past. 

Instead, our aim as historians should be to understand them. It may not be possible to 

understand the truly evil—the Hitlers and Stalins who placed above all else their own lust for 

power and perverted notions of privilege. But for everyone else, the aim of a true historian is not 

to judge but instead to understand. It is not particularly useful to render thumbs up, thumbs 

down verdicts on Nixon, Johnson, Franklin Roosevelt, Wilson, Theodore Roosevelt, Lincoln, 

Jackson, Jefferson, or Washington. What's useful is figuring out what caused these people to 

think that their positions or decisions were the best ones given the alternatives they considered 

possible. 

True students of history don't hone their skill at condemnation. Instead, they develop their 

inclination for empathy. They develop their own capacity for humility, mindful of their 

appreciation for the humanity and fallibility of historical figures who meant well and 

accomplished much. What matters isn't perfection but the ability to draw inspiration from the 

examples of imperfect people who made the most of opportunities to improve their imperfect 

worlds. 

Robert M. S. McDonald, 2017 NSDCW American History Teacher of the Year, is Professor of History 

at the United States Military Academy in West Point, New York. He is author of Confounding 

Father: Thomas Jefferson's Image in His Own Time (2016). 
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National Society 
Dawhters of Colonial War' , 

Mrs. Robert Hoffmann, National President 

LETTER OF CALL 
to 

160th Semi-Annual Council Meeting 
April 13th, 2018 

and 
Eighty-Fifth Annual Assembly 

April 14th, 2018 

The Army and Navy Club 
on Farragut Square 

901 Seventeenth Street, NW Washington, DC 20006 
Tel: 202-628-8400 

The officers of the National Society, Honorary National Presidents, and the 
State/Commonwealth President (or in her absence the Vice President) of each 
State/Commonwealth Society, shall constitute the National Council. 

Members of the National Council, National Chairmen, and elected delegates. as well as, 
members in good standing, are welcome to attend the Semi-Annual Council meeting and 
the Annual Assembly. 

Schedule of Events: 

Friday, April 13, 2018 
9:00 AM 	Executive Board (National Officers) located on the second floor 
2:00 PM 	160th Semi-Annual Council Meeting located on the second floor 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 
9:00 AM 	Eighty-Fifth Annual Assembly located on the second floor 
Noon 	Luncheon—Ball Room located on the second floor 

(Please check with The Army and .Vail  Clubfrent desk for mcctiiig room iirtormation.) 

Program: "What DCW has contributed to the Special Collections Research Center Earl Gregg Swem Library 

and their value to our national society and education". 

Presented by: Jay Gaidmore, Marian and Alan McLeod Director of the Special Collections Research Center 

Earl Gregg Swem Library at The College of William & Mary 
For further ia Formation, please visit the NS DCW "Members Only-  website at: 

littp://nsdcw..2L.40; 	 Password: tudorrose 
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